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STROBOFLASH
2

PORTRAITS: The STROBOFLASH
satin finished reflector is designed to
eliminate hot spots in the picture area
and approximates floodlight lighting.
Reflectors with high beam candle power
second ratings usually create undesir-
able hot spois.

ACTION: The STROBOFLASH II (il-
lustrated above) has a flash duration of
1/1000 second. The photographer can
stop action at this speed even though
his camera only has a 1/200 shutter.

SPORTS: Sequence pictures can be
taken allowing approximately 3 seconds
between shots for recharging (with
fresh batteries). This is about the time
it takes to chanpe film. No time is
wasted changing bulbs.

COLOR: The color temperature of the
flashtube is balanced so that special
filters are not necessary. The light out-
put of the STROBOFLASH II is great
enough for most color photographs; it
has a color guide number of 50. Espe-
cially wvaluable, too, for [illing-in
daylight shots.

Ask your Graflex dealer
about STROBOFLASH portables
or write Dept. MP-75,
Graflex, Inc.,, Rochester 8, M. Y.
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TWO AUTOMATIC LENSES FOR THE EXAKTA:
MODERN TESTS BIOTAR F/2, XENON F /1.9

FPHOTOE BY HAROGLD FEINSTEIN

Leiss D8mm Biotar (on eamera) and Schneider 50mm Xenon (beside it) close to
a predetermined stop when release button is pushed, just before shutter snaps.

In the great battles between the propo-

'nents of the 35mm ramhreﬁnﬂer camera
and the advoecates of the Eye-]eve] reflex

system, the reflex men have been
bothered with one outstanding draw-
back. IFor maximum focusing efliciency,
the eye-level reflex must be focused at
maximum aperture and then closed
manually to shooting aperture just be-
fore the shutter is released. This addi-
tional operation produces a distinet time
lag between the point at which you de-
cide to take a picture and the time you
can actually press the shutter release.

The two lenses shown above, a Carl
Zeiss H8mm /2 Biotar mounted on the
Exakta., and a Schneider 50mm f£/1.9
Xenon. next to it, have been designed to
eliminate this difhculty with 35mm
Exakta cameras. Both contain mechan-
isms which. when the shutter control
button is pressed. automatically close
down the lens diaphragm to a predeter-
mined opening. With the Biotar, a

When vou press release button on Carl
Zeiss Biotar 58mm /2 lens, diaphragm
swiftly shuts the stop vou want just
before shutter is tripped for exposure,

BUY IT FROM YOUR PHOTO DEALER

spring mechanism swiftly closes the
diaphragm. After exposure you open the
diaphragm to f/2 again with a lever
underneath the lens barrel,

When you press the release of the
Xenon lens, however, your finger pres-

£/1.9 dia-
phragm shuts slowly as you press re-
lease. but opens when vou remove finger
pressure after exposure has been made.

Schneider Xenon 50mm

sure alone closes the diaphragm slowly
to the predetermined opening. This fin-
ger pressure also compresses a spring.
When you take your finger from the
release, this spring opens the lens dia-
phragm to the /1.9 position again auto-
matically. Both lenses speed up and sim-
plify picture taking with the Exakta
camera. The question is: which is the
better system?

Frankly, it's pretty much a matter of
individual opinion. On the Schneider
lens, the compression of the spring as
you are releasing the shutter does add a
small amount of resistance to the shut-
ter release. On the other hand, the Carl
Zeiss DBiotar, which adds mo pressure,
must be cocked between exposures. But

MoperNy PHoTOGRAPITY



here are a few more facts which may
help you decide hetween the two lenses:

The Biotar can be focused as close as
18 inches, The Xenon focuses to 314 ft.
The Xenon focusing mount seems slight-
ly smoother in operation and better fin-
ished—at least on the models tested. The
Biotar is finished in chrome with black
figures. the Xenon in black with white

Sweep lever underneath Zeiss Biotar
barrel opens diaphragm to /2 for
focusing after each shot, Lens can be
used manually by ignoring this lever,

ficures. When using the Biotar for long
exposures, you needn’t keep your finger
on the release. With the Xenon, the re-
lease must be Kept pressed during the ex-
posure or the lens diaphragm will open.

Both lenses gave markedly improved
performances over former manual sys-
tems, especially when working outdoors
in bright light conditions where you
wish to focus wide open but shoot at
small openings. Some users who tested
both lenses liked one; some liked the
other. But for fast operation, when you
want to focus and shoot, when taking
action pictures, the automatic features
of both really prove their worth,

Xenon

Schneider
barrel sets selected lens opening. Open-

Lever underneath

ing appears in window atop barrel,

The two lenses were not tested for
optical performance. But both the Xenon
and Biotar are well-known designs
which have been in production for con-
siderable time. One interesting differ-
ence. however, is the [Hs]mril}' in focal
lengths. The Biotar with its 58mm gives
a slightly larger image than the 50mm
Xenon.

The Biotar is. at present. only avail-
able with the Exakta VX at £392. The
Schneider Xenon can be purchased
separately, however, for §169.50.—u. K.
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JUST OUT!

BRAND NEW!

Yth edition of a world favorite that has made itself indispensable
to the serious 35mm worker. Diagrams, photos, 53 chapters, etc.

This new edition is now $3.75. (3% soles tax for N.Y.C))

A Focal Press Book .

Write for complete Photo Book Catalog

Order from your dealer or

AMPHOTO American Photographic Book Publishing Co. Inc.
33 WEST 60th STREET, NEW YORK 23, NEW YORK

WHILE THEY LAST

Savings of 509 and more on these Photo Books:

Was Now
Photographs of Edward Weston 1000 4.00
Phaofographle Emulsion Technigue, i =

by . Hakor 4.75 2.25
Photographic Enlarging by Jordon 3.50 1.75
i'rrrMIJu:Eﬁuu And Pictures, by Custis 4.““ 2.'&“
Photographic Fael il Formaifaz,

hy Wall and Jordan 4.0:0 2.00
Chilladre Hafore M . s Dy

.‘l.'. ;lll.l'l.':ll.hﬂ . C i ¥ E'EH l'!ﬁ
Mritish Jowrnal Almauae, 554 'E.-'ulﬂ l.:!-[l
firitish Jowrnal Alrmanore, 15952 2.00 l.ﬂ'u
T'his Year's Photograpd (185I)

Raoyal l"!':rln:.-:, Sirip 1."“!I|| , 3.00 1.25
Photographic Skies, by D. Charles 2.50 1.25
Phofograms of the Year, 15352 2.50 100
Color Harnmony Specirum, by A. L.

Heart ’ 2.50  1.00
Fotografisk Arsbock (Duich Awnmual

1651 iy 5.00  1.00
Photography With The Cirofiex 2.30 .00
American Awnuwal of Fhologrophy,

1651 3.00 1.00
Pocketf Wisdom of Photography, Ly - =

Nurntwerg 1.50 A
Masterpicecs from American An-

oy r o M b 1.50 .50
sfaslde Snaps | 35
2o School, hy M. Mooney Jr. ] 25

Amphoto, 33 W. 40th Mew York 23, N. Y.

{faAdd Fere sales lax jor New York City dellvery)

REMEMBER YOU SAW IT 1x Mobperx

SPEEDY
DRYING

PRINT
QUALITY
CONTROL

EASY
OPERATION

PRINT & FILM DRYER

Driea up (o Aifty 8x10 in ane hour

S Warii-up thime. no steady allendant
MIDG-O with muslin Blotlers, S97.25
Film Drying Conversalon Unit, S29.50
Blotter Roll Dryer, complélse, $319.50

SEE YOUR DEALER OR WRITE

589s¢

MIDG-0 COMPANY + BB63 AVIS « DETROIT 9, MICH.
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