3 Cameras

1 System

Kamerawerke AG, . Dresden,
developed the Exakta system, a set of three
35mm single-lens reflex cameras, the
EXA L, EXA I the EXAKTA Varex,
together with a full range of interchange-
able lenses and occessories which makes

lhagee

and

the chongeover from one comera to
another a simple, uncomplicated, and less
expensive motter as the supplementary out-
fit can be used on any of the three cameras.

The Exakto cameras are staged in three
different performance levels, the 35 mm
Exa | being ideal for beginners and is thus
correspondingly simpler to operate,

The 35 mm Exa Il offers a wider scope of
partly due to the higher
number of shutter speeds to satisfy the

application,

demands »>f th2 mor2 rdvoncad omateur.
Finally, the 35 mm Exakta Varex, which
can claim obselute leadership in versatility
to meet the most exacting requirements of
the serious-minded amateur ond the pro-
fessional photogropher.
As already mentioned, the common
feature shared by these three miniature
single-lens reflex cameras consists in the
fact that the principal accessories as well
standard and interchangeable
lenses can be used with any model. The
photo fan who turns to the Exakta system
right from the start, has the advantage
thot he can switch over to the next higher

as the

standard of performance within the system
and yet retain the full benefit of all pre-
viously acquired occessories and lenses:
The criginal model can be kept as a handy
second camera for either black-and-white
or colour photography. Even photographic
experts, whose first choice is an Exakta
Varex, appreciate the advantoges derived
from the Exakta system and often resort to
one of the simpler Exa models as their
second camera.

There is probably no other miniature
comera system in the world os the Exakta

system which offers the guarantee that all
the additional parts will fit all cameras of
the system and thus be of permanent
value. Additions to the accessory range,
ond frequently even new features of the
camera itself, are designed so as to fit
into previous camera models of the system,

The Exal in its most recent debut as
“model 63" is marked by a number of new,
interesting features which include o more
stylish appearance and faster handling
speed. This popular reflex has an inter-
changeable viewfinder (waist-level and
penta prism finders, both also with split-
image rangefinder) and accepts the inter-
changeable lenses of the Exakta. The pre-
cision guillotine shutter is speeded 1/,,.
1so: Y105 and /15 sec, as well as Band T,
and is fully flash synchronized with one
universal flash socket being provided. The
film transport system on the Exa 1/63 has
been refined and features a large knurled
button for rapid film advance, as well as
a new frome counter and film-type in-
dicator both of which provide a ready
reference ot a mere glonce.
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To meet the world-wide demand for a
laterally correct reflex imoge the Exa Il has
a built-in penta prism viewfieder which can
also be supplied with split-image range-
finder. The 9-speed precision focal plane
shutter offers a range of setting between
17y and 1/a5, sec, with B and T and one fully
synchronized flash The
stroke lever wind helps considerably to
increase handling speed. Needless to add
that the Exa Il is designed for interchange-

socket. single-

able lenses.

The Exakta Varex, os the pinnocle of
perfection in 35 mm single-lens reflex
cameras, offers the most advanced speci-
fication to meet all professional require-
ments. The focal plane shutter covers 27
speeds from 12 to 1/, oo sec, and B and T
settings. The 13-second built-in delayed
action can be used in conjunction with all
shutter speeds between 6 ond 1/, g0 Sec.
The shutter is fully XFM synchraonized and
three separate flash sockets are provided.
The Exakta Varex was the first camera to
feature rapid lever wind. It has a built-in

film-cutting knife and offers cartridge-to-



cartridge film feed. The system includes
interchangeable penta prism and hooded
waist-level viewfinders both with automatic
split-image rangefinder, and o full range
of accessory lenses.

The quality of a photograph is to a large
extent determined by the lens. A range of
first-rate standard lenses are produced by
the famous optical manufacturers in Gor-
litz and Jena for these three lhogee reflex
cameras. Naturolly, most prominent in this

1 Exa 1/63 with fully automatic 50 mm 2.8 Domiplan

2 Exa 1l 24 X 36 mm with fully outomatic 50 mm {2
Pancolar

3 Exckio Varex with the superb 120 mm { 2.8 Jena Bm
(with fully automatic diaphrogm). to the right of the
camera, the penta prism eye-level viewlinder

4 Several popular interchangeoble lenses: 80 mm 2.8
(left) ond 120 mm 2.8 Jeno Bm (back) with fully auto-
matic diaphragm, ond 100 mm 2.8 Mecyer Trioplan N
{right) with fully outomatic dianhragm

range are the lenses with fully automatic
diophragm, such as the moderately priced
50 mm 2.8 Domiplan (for Exal and II),
the celebrated 50 mm f/2.8 Jena Pancolar
and the 50 mm f/2 Meyer Gérlitz (both
for Exa Il and Exckta Varex). Incidentally
the 50 mm f/2 Meyer lens is fitted with an
extra-long worm gear for close-up focus-
ing down to 0.34 m without requiring ad-
ditional accessories.

Of course, very few owners of such
cameras limit their ambitions to the ex-
clusive use of a standard lens. In fact,
nearly all make use of the possibility to
change the focal length to suit the par-
of the motif. In this
respect they are generously served by

ticular character

lhagee:

Nineteen special lenses from Jena and
Gérlitz, avoilable for focal lengths between
25 and 1000 mm, enable the photographer
to toke extreme wide-angle and tele-shots.
In the 25-120 mm range these lenses are
fitted with fully automatic diaphragm.

For shooting in adverse lighting con-
diticns the 75mm f/1.5 Jena B is re-
commended, o lens which, in conjunction

with high-speed films, literally turns night
into day.

All.these lenses fit into the Exakta Varex
and the Exa |l without exception.

Naturally, not all photographic problems
can be solved simply by using a special
lens. That is why such great importance is
attached to providing on extensive range
of accessories. First of all there are the
ordinary extension rings and tubes which
can be fitted in any desired combination
between camera and lens for macrophoto-
graphs. The extension length starts with
5-mm

Smm and can be increacsed in

stages.

For convenient and rapid variation of
the image enlargement scale by o con-
tinuous variation of the extension the use
of a bellows extension is of considerable
benefit. A very handy piece of equipment,
especially for outdoor work, is the lhagee
minioture bellows extension which can be
safely used without tripod. The extension
is variable between 35 and 125 mm so that,
with a comera lens of 50 mm focal length,
oll imoge scoles between 1 :0.7and 1 :2.5
are obtainable.
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